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TO MY SON, 

J. E. M. PRITCHARD, 
HOPING HE MAY 
LOVE HIS COUNTRY 
AS WELL AS 
GEORGE OWEN 
LOVED HIS COUNTY. 


PREFACE. 


M* thanks are due to the CarpirF Liprary CommMITTEE for the 
loan of these two volumes of Zhe Taylors Cusston, to 
Messrs. BLapes, East & Buiapes for their work in photographing ; 
and to Dr. HENRy Owen, to whose accurate and scholarly notes, 
in his edition of Owen’s Pembrokeshire, 1 am indebted for much 


of the information herein. 


EMILY M. PRITCHARD 


(OLWEN POWYS). 
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INTRODUCTION. 


is a reproduction, was in 1784 in the possession of Richard 

Gough ; it bears his name and the above date on the title-page. 
At the sale of the Gough MSS., this copy, together with other 
volumes, was purchased by Richard Heber.’ Later, several of the 
Heber MSS. passed, again by purchase, into the hands of Sir Thomas 
Phillipps ; and when in turn the latter's MSS. were put up for sale, 
Cardiff Library happily acquired Zhe Zaylors Cusszon, together with 
several other small MS. books of George Owen’s, all more or less 
interesting. 

The readers of what may not inaptly be described as George 
Owen’s Common Place Book, will hardly require to have its beauties 
pointed out, but they may reasonably desire to know something of 
the author's history. I refer more especially to readers living in 
England or America, for I take it for granted that all our country- 
men and women are well acquainted with the life of George Owen, 
who was not only the most noted Lord Marcher of Cemaes since the 
days of Martin of the Towers, first conqueror and lord of Cemaes, 
but of all the Lord Marchers on the Welsh borders. Those who are 
the happy possessors of his A/zstory of Pembrokeshire (so ably edited 
by his namesake, Dr. Henry Owen), or who have seen the sketch of 
his life by Mr. D. Lleufer Thomas in the Dizctzonary of National 
Biography, or who have seen the still older, but very inferior, edition 
of his Azstory of Pembrokeshire, by Fenton,’ published in the 
Cambrian Register of 1796, will know something of his greatness. 


[os MS. copy of Zhe Taylors Cussion, of which this volume 


In many respects George Owen was a most remarkable man. 
He was indefatigable in the collection of information and statistics 
of all kinds: all was grist that came to his mill. Every item of 


’ Rees, Beauties of Wales, Vol. 18. 
? Fenton, in 1796, possessed many of George Owen’s MSS., and contemplated publishing them. 
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antiquity, geology, geography, history, and pedigrees interested him. 
An Edinburgh Reviewer calls him the father of English geology.’ 
The map of Pembrokeshire in the sixth edition of Camden’s Brztanunia 
is his work, and is inscribed ‘‘Georgius Owen D[ominus|] Kemeis 
descripsit.” During the period before and after the invasion of the 
Spanish Armada he was vice-admiral for the counties of Pembroke 
and Cardigan, and was requested by the Government of that day 
to send accurate information to them with regard to Milford Haven’ 
and all the ports of Pembrokeshire capable of being defended against 
a feared second invasion of the Spaniards. This undoubtedly gave 
rise to his map of Pembrokeshire, and to this is due the care with 
which all the creeks and their indentations are so accurately drawn, 
hence the superiority in that respect of this map over all previous maps 
of Pembrokeshire. He was evidently of a stay-at-home disposition, 
as we see from his Dzalogue of the government of Wales,’ where he 
writes ‘ffor unto us yt have o' quiet rest at home, one journey here- 
“hence to the Counsazl of the Marches, or the Citty of London 
‘‘seemeth unto us most grievous & painfull, so that if the paine that 
“you (Barthol) have voluntarily taken upon you, were enforced unto 
‘us, we should more complaine, thereof, then Ovid doth of his 
‘“banishm* in his dolefull workes De trastzdus.” 


ANCESTRY. 


Among the knights who came over with William the Conqueror 
was Martin of the Towers, so named from the three towers blazoned 
on his banner and shield, and not because he came from Tours,‘ 
in Touraine, or any other place called Tours. His name still 
survives in Combe Martin, in Devonshire, where he first settled in this 
country. In 1088 or 1089 he landed with his followers at Fishguard 
in South Wales, and conquered the Cantref (Hundred) of Caithmais 
(Cemaes, or Kemeys) in Pembrokeshire. 


1 The Edinburgh Review, 2 April, 1841, lxxiii, 3. 

2 The description of Milford Haven in this work was written in 1595, and in 1598 he drew up a 
memorandum of the places fit to be fortified, but the only result of the author’s labours was the 
unfinished blockhouses at Dale and Angle. 

*Owen’s Pembrokeshire. Pt. III, p. 15. 

4The crest of Tours, the town, has towers of a different design to those of Martin. Besides, 
Mr. Leo Culleton, solemnly affirms to me, that no town in France hada crest anterior to 1200 A.D. 
We may, therefore, once and for all, dismiss the myth about Sir Martin having come from Tours in Touraine. 
It probably arose through confusion of Sir Martin of the Towers with Saint Martin of Tours, who lived 

16 to 400 A.D., owing to the resemblance between S*‘ (seigneur) and S* (saint), and to the fact that 
ir Martin had towers (tours) on his banner. 
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One of the young Norman knights in Martin’s train was named 
" Lucas de Hoda, and his grandson, Richard de Hoda, married Ales,’ 
the great, great, great granddaughter of Martin of the Towers; they 
had ason named Philip, who was accordingly of Norman descent both 
on the father’s and the mother’s side. 


Now this Philip de Hoda married a lady of pure Welsh descent, 
viz., Nesta, the great, great, great granddaughter of Rhys ap Tewdwr, 
prince of South Wales, whose wife Gwladys was daughter and heiress 
of Rhiwallon, prince of Powys, and niece of Bleddyn, prince of Powys, 
her father’s successor, and first cousin to Prince Cadwgan, Lord of 
Cardigan from 1094 to 1109. 


George Owen's father, William, was directly descended in the 
male line from Lucas de Hoda. He married Elizabeth Herbert, who 
was descended from William, Earl of Pembroke, the first Welshman 
that was ennobled. William Owen was the first in his family to 
follow the English fashion of having surnames, and to assume the 
name of Owen. He lived to a ripe old age, dying, on the oth of 
March, 1574, when he was 105 years old, and leaving behind him his 
son and heir, George Owen, who thus writes on the matter: ‘“ For 
‘experience whereof my dearest ancestor at his death was accounted 
“to have lyved 105 years, and was at his latter dayes lustie of body 
‘and always in health, well able to travell and dayly used to walke a 
‘“ good swift pase, 4, 5, or 6 myles a morning for his pleasure ; and lesse 
“then six yeares before his death, he, taking his journey from the 
“towne of Pembroke towards his house in the country, began his 
‘journey a foote, willing his man to bring his horse after him, for that 
“his horse was not then taken (and indeed was not that daye), he 
“ having began his journey a foote was forced soe to ende the same and 
‘come to his house by one of the clocke, being 20 miles; he carried 
‘all his teeth with him to the grave, and a fewe yeares before his 
“death would eat a handfull of nuttes, shells and all; he was the 
‘‘yongest of his ancestours that died the last two descents before him. 
‘‘My mother, alsoe, yet living (God grant it long’), and two other gentle- 
‘women of the same parish, all three in perfect memory, can reckon 


'Owen’s Pembrokeshire has Ales; the pedigree in the Baronia de Kemeys (pub. 1859) has Nesta, 
probably a confusion with ‘‘ Nesta the wife of Philip.” As there are other clerical errors in the same 
pedigree, I prefer to follow Owen’s Pembrokeshire. 


* His mother died in 1603. 


= 
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‘between them at least 260 yeares, soe helthful is the ayre and soyle.”! | 


William Owen was buried at Nevern the day after his death.’ 


BIRTHPLACE. 


George Owen was born at Henllys, in the parish of Nevern, near 
Newport, Pembrokeshire, in 1552, and died there on 26th August, 
1613. It was from Meredydd (who died 1188), ap Gryffydd ap Rhys 
ap Tewdwr, who lived at Henllys, that the property descended to 
Nesta, the wife of Philip, son of Richard de Hoda, and so on in the 
direct male line to George Owen. Thus he could truly write of 
Henllys, as he did: ‘It did not appear that any other family or person 
than my ancestors had ever lived there.” The Owens continued to 
live at Henllys till the death of William Owen, the great grandson of 
George Owen, in 1721. Some time between this and the end of the 
century Henllys was pulled down, and there is now only part of the 
foundations, overgrown with grass, that can with difficulty be traced. 


Fenton writes of Henllys in 1811: ‘As the venerable mansion 
‘that once occupied this site, long abandoned as the family residence, 
“and gradually stripped of its ancient consequence, has of late years 
“given place to a modern farmhouse, I must leave a former possessor 
‘“‘to give the description of it. ‘The house of Henllys, where the 
‘Lord of Cemaes resides, with its demesne, is in effect an island in dry 
“and, for that the same is round about (one little space left as it were 
‘for a bridge), compassed with deep vallies and steep hills to ascend to 
“the same. It is seated on a bank, having a precipitous and woody 
‘‘descent on the south towards the river Nevern, that runneth at its 
‘foot and lyeth in the midst of the lord’s demesne lands. The house, 
‘‘which is chiefly of the age of King Henry the Seventh, is built of 
“ stone covered with tile, to which is belonging a stable of seven bays 
‘long, and a barn of thirteen bays, besides all suitable outhouses, 
“buildings, curtilages, gardens and orchards. The name in Welsh 
“implies old court or palace, and is of ancient descent to the now 
“owners; yet although for divers hundred yeeres the same by 
‘‘undoubted evidences appeareth to be in his progenitors, the first 
‘‘originall doth not by any matter appear how or when the same first 


' See Cambrian Register, ii, 58. 
* From a note at Bronwydd in George Owen’s handwriting. Owen’s Pembrokeshire, p. 239.' 
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“came, or that ever anie other family or person than his ancestors 
‘owned it.’. . . The hospitality of this house was proverbial, and its 
“ good cheer carried on upon an immense scale, if we estimate it by the 
‘accounts handed down to us of the dimensions of its oven and its 
‘brewing vats.” 

The views from the site of the old house are very lovely, especially 
the one looking over the picturesque valley to the South on to the 
Precellies with their ever varying light and shade. 


THE BARONY OF CEMAES. 


In Vol. xi, pt. 1, of Y Cymmrodor (1890, p. 43), the editor, 
Mr. Egerton Phillimore, quoting Professor John Rhys, points out that 
“the spelling Cemmaes, or Cemaes, is not genuine,” and ‘that the 
‘word cannot possibly contain the element maes (a field) is sufficiently 
“ proved by the fact, that if it were so derived, it would necessarily be 
‘“‘ written - mazs in Old-Welsh, and - maes in Middle-Welsh documents.” 
Mr. Phillimore is evidently quite unaware that the spelling in 
one of the earliest documents is ‘ Cathmais,” “Cath” (Lat. caedes) 
signifying slaughter and ‘‘mais” a field. This is the most probable 
name for the district, as there was undoubtedly one big battle fought 
there, when the Glamorgan Princes set forth in battle array to attack 
Prince Tewdwr, then living in St. Dogmaels in Cemaes. They hoped 
to catch him unawares, but Prince Tewdwr was quite prepared, and 
defeated them with “great slaughter.” Cemaes was also harried by 
the Danes at least three times, and by the Saxons. The Romans also 
have left traces of their occupation of this region. 

The Barony of Cemaes had lapsed on the death of William 
Martin, in 1326, without male heir of his body, to his nephew, 
Lord Audley, son of his sister Joan. Lord Audley already possessed 
a seat in Parliament, so that the seat of the Lords of Cemaes in 
Parliament lapsed.’ In 1392 the last Lord Audley of that family 
died, and the barony passed through his sister to Sir John Touchet, 
who also took the title of Audley. The Audleys held the barony till 
1497, when James, Lord Audley, was beheaded for taking part in the 
insurrection of Perkin Warbeck. 

In 1534 his son John was restored to his estates, but William 
Owen, of Henllys, claimed and won the barony of Cemaes in right of 


' Or as George Owen expressed it ‘* was drowned.” 
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Ales, daughter of Nicholas Martin, lord of Cemaes. After a nineteen 
years’ suit the release of the barony was granted and signed, being 
dated 21st August, 1543. 


Among the Bronwydd MSS., in George Owen's handwriting, is 
‘“A bref note of the order of the pourchase (z.e., acquisition) of the 
‘Lordship of Kemes by William Owen from John Lord Awdeley, 
‘Mary his wiffe and George Awdeley his sonne and heire,” from 
which it appears that the plaintiff after winning his suit proceeded with 
due legal caution. The proceedings were :— 


1. A recovery suffered by the defendant in the Court of 
Pembroke “to cutt off all estates tayle if any were there.” 


2. A bargain and sale of the barony to the plaintiff ‘under the 
“hand & grete seale” of the defendant with a condition of redemption 
on payment of ccc. (£300). 

3. A release to the plaintiff of all the right and title of the 
defendant and his son. 


4. A grant of further assurance between the same parties “by 
‘‘ obligacion in the some of twoe thousande poundes.” 


5. A covenant by the defendant ‘in consideracion of Ixxxii 
“xl oxen xx kyne & xx pieces of freeses of Kemes makinge” paid by 
the plaintiff to make further assurance of the Barony. 


6. <A release of the barony dated 21st August, 1543. 


7. Letters from the defendant ‘under his greate seale of armes 
“to all Stewardes Bayliffes & other officers gentellmen yomen sutors 
‘“freeholders and tenantes” in the barony, charging them to “obbey 
“the said William Owen as theire very Lord and right owner of the 
‘said barony.” 


8. A fine ‘with relese and duble warranty” levied by the 
defendant and Mary his wife at “the sessiones holden at Pembroke.” 


9g. A “recovery by doble voucher” in the same sessions (the 
demandant being one “ John ab Owen ab David ap Gwillim ”). 


The ‘ prooffes” that Kemes is a Lordship Marcher are to be 
found in the Baronza de Kemeys, published from a MS. at Bronwydd 
(the home of the present Lord Marcher) in the handwriting of George 
Owen. The baronial courts for trying actions of slander and for 
recovery of small debts were held at College, Eglwyswrw, presided 
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over by the Steward of the barony, and at Newport (presided over by 
the Mayor), until the middle of the eighteenth century. The boundaries 
of the lord’s waste, containing some 25,000 acres, are still perambulated 
with much state and ceremony every seven years, and the faithful 
burgesses of Newport still present to the lord the names of three 
persons qualified to serve in the office of mayor of that ancient borough, 
and the one selected by him is duly sworn in before the ensuing Court 
of Pembrokeshire Quarter Sessions. George Owen once filed a bill 
in the Court of the Marches against the burgesses of Newport for not 
presenting a mayor. 


LIFE. 


At the time when George Owen lived, the Welsh race of Tudors 
being on the English throne, Welshmen came more prominently to the 
front, figuring at Court and amongst the statesmen, soldiers, ecclesiastics, 
lawyers, merchant princes and /¢eva¢z of that period, the influences of 
the Renaissance and the Reformation having given an impetus to 
letters. 


He came, as we have seen, on one side of good old Welsh stock ; 
on the other side he was descended from a singularly wise and 
humane man, Martin of the Towers, who, making an almost bloodless 
conquest of Cemaes, by his tact and goodness of heart won over the 
inhabitants, and instead of bringing fire and sword in his train, as did 
most of the Norman knights, granted the inhabitants leases of their 
houses and lands, so that some of the oldest Welsh stock in South 
Wales, at the present day, is to be found in the Lordship of Cemaes. 


The Norman blood, of Martin of the Towers and his knight Lucas 
de Hoda, was too strong in the veins of George Owen for one to be 
able to regard him as a patriotic Welshman. One would look on him 
rather as a devotee of his county, for he had a strong, undying love 
for Pembrokeshire, was ever proud that it rejoiced in the name of 
“Little England,” and gloried in telling how the Pembrokeshire men 
had ‘beaten the Welsh as they had also beaten the Irish.” In the 
same way he hated the Carmarthenshire men, accusing them of stealing 
the lordships of Laugharne, Llanstiphan, St. Cleers, Llandovror' 


1 See Owen’s Pembrokeshire, p. 206, n. 4: ‘‘it would appear that this lordship was identical with 
that of Oysterlow.” 
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(Oysterlow), Kidwely and Llanymdhfry (Llandovery) from Pembroke- 
shire. These encroachments’ of Carmarthenshire on the former 
boundaries of Pembrokeshire ever rankled in the mind of George 
Owen, and in one MS. he attributes it to the influence of Sir Thomas 
Jones, Knight of the Parliament for Pembrokeshire, who was a mere 
Carmarthenshire man, and only held land in Pembrokeshire for the life 
of his wife, who was a persona grata to Henry VIII. 


There is no record as to where George Owen was educated, 
though his writings show him to have been a man of considerable 
learning. He probably owed his love of literature and learning to his 
father, whom he dutifully enrols among the worthies of Pembrokeshire, 
and who must have been a remarkable man, as he was eighty-four 
when George Owen was born, was from fifty-five to seventy-five years 
of age when he was fighting the case for winning the barony, and 
must have been nearly one hundred years when he began to cultivate 
his son’s literary tastes. 


On George Owen’s attaining his majority, his father granted to 
him absolutely on the 4th October, 1571, the castle of Newport and the 
baronial rights of the Lordship of Cemaes. For twenty years of his 
life he was in conflict with the Council of the Marches as to his rights 
of wardship and imprisonment. Proceedings under a writ of guo war- 
vanto were taken against him to examine into the question of the ura 
vegalia claimed by him in his barony, and commissions sat at Newport 
in 1588 and 1589 to take evidence. Indeed, it seems that the ‘ Lord 
of Kemeys” was at one time placed under arrest in his own castle of 
Newport. | 


In 1573 he was admitted member of Barnard’s [nn, but apparently 
he always lived in Pembrokeshire, probably owing to his marriage and 
to the death of his father the following year. He was High Sheriff 
for Pembrokeshire in 1587 and in 1602. He was exceedingly active 
during the time of the Spanish Armada alarm, and some of his letters 
written at that time are still preserved in the Calendar of State Papers. 
In spite of the busy life he led, he found time to examine the records 
in London, Ludlow (the seat of the Council of the Marches), and 
elsewhere. For example, we find him in London on the 29th of May, 


drawn from Pembrokeshire by S. 117 of 34 and 35 Henry VIII, c. 26, and became part of the county of 
Carmarthen. 
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1589, where in the Exchequer he searched the ‘“‘ Booke of Domedsdaye” 
for matters pertaining to the Lordship of Cemaes and for the name of 
Martin ; also certain Rolls: ‘the roles of Quo waranto for hereford 
‘there in Edward the first tyme” and ‘“certen rowles called Ragman 
‘“ Rowles wherein is conteyned many libertyes” .... ‘‘ also after I hadd 
‘‘searched thei towld me & shewed me diuerse Recordes particular for 
‘wales & hadd a grete canvas bagg full of Records for south wales 
‘‘wherein were bundells Indorsedd com’ penbr’ / cardigan Carmardyn / 
‘which I am promised to have the pervsall of”... . “vitimo maij 1589 
‘‘T saw the Booke in the Coorte of wardes of the welshe tenures in the 
‘‘w there ys nothinge but of northwales y' ys a very faire booke in 
‘“parchm'” ... . “also that daye I hadd som pervsall of the Redd 
‘“booke.” ' He was also plaintiff in four different suits in the Star 
Chamber with reference to his attempts to maintain the ancient rights 
of the Lords of Kemes. 


George Owen married, in 1573, Elizabeth, daughter and co-heiress 
of William Phillips of Picton, Pembrokeshire, by whom he had ten 
children, the eldest and only surviving son being Alban, who succeeded 
him as lord of Cemaes. 


About his second marriage there is some confusion. Fenton 
states in his Pembrokeshire (p. 563), from a MS. addeged to have been 
written by George Owen himself, that his second wife was ‘Ann, 
“daughter of John Gwillim, a French gentleman of Norman descent.” 
But according to a pedigree signed by Owen himself, his second wife 
was ‘“Ancred,’ daughter of William Obiled, of Carmarthen, gent.” 
Obiled is, however, described as a ‘tinker’ in a pedigree of the 
Henllys family dated 1677, preserved at the College of Arms. 
According to this pedigree, Owen had seven children by her, but Owen 
himself states that there were twelve children of his second marriage. 


This marriage with Ancred is corroborated by the Inquisitio Post 
Mortem of George Owen, in which the jurors further say that ‘certain 
‘lands were granted by George Owen by deed dated 18th August, 1613, 
“to John Owen of Trecwn and Henry Bowen of Cilgwyn to the use of 
“George Owen and Ancred his wife and the survivor for life, with 
‘remainder to the use of their son Thomas Owen and the heirs of his 


1 Liber Rubens Scaccarit, the original entries in which date from 15 Henry III to Richard II. 
Owen’s Pembrokeshire, p. 372. 


*“‘Angharad” in Welsh. 


X1V INTRODUCTION. 


‘body, with remainder to the use of their son Rhys Owen, his heirs 
“and assigns.” By Ancred George Owen had five sons: George, 
the York Herald, Evan, Chancellor of St. David's, William, Thomas, 
and Rhys. The jurors further state that George Owen died on the 
26th day of August last (1613), and that Alban Owen was at the date 
of that Inquisition of the age of thirty-three years. They also further 
state that ‘‘ Ancred is yet alive.” 


Alban was the only son by the first wife who lived to maturity ; 
there were also several daughters. According to this Inquisitio Post 
Mortem taken at the Guildhall, Haverfordwest, on the 4th day of 
May, 1614, Alban Owen, his son and heir apparent, was on the 
24th. September, 1596, betrothed to Lettice, daughter of Johanna 
and her late husband William Mercer deceased, and George Owen 
then covenanted to grant certain houses and lands, etc., to their use for 
either or both their lives and then to their sons successively in tail male 
with ultimate remainder to the right heirs of George Owen, ‘‘ before 
“the Feast of All Saints then next.”.... ‘The jurors find that this 
“marriage was duly solemnized and George Owen performed his 
‘covenant by a deed of feoffment dated. the 24th October, 1596, to 
“the effect that (1) lands at the Bury, formerly the grange of the 
“Castle of Newport in the occupation of various persons... . and 
(2) the manor house or dairy, called The Court, in the parish of 
‘“ Eglwyswrw, with lands extending West of Pencelly Forest, by Berllan 
“to Pencelly Fawr, thence by Blaen Palley Vychan to the Queen’s 
“highway, leading from the church of St. David, at Llantood, to 
“Bwlch y Garreglwyd, thence by Gwaun y cyver to George Owen’s 
“new hedge at Vroches,” were to be held for the use of Alban Owen 
and his wife for life and to their sons successively in tail male, ‘‘the 
‘Castle and Town of Newport and the Barony or Lordship of Kemes, 
‘and the manors of Eglwyswrw, Newcastle, Redwalls, Bayvill and 
‘“Moylgrove, parcel of the barony,” devolving on Alban on the death 
of his father. The pedigree attached to the Baronza de Kemes states 
that Alban married in 1591 Joan, daughter of William Bradshaw of 
St. Dogmaels; possibly Joan died early and Lettice may have been 
his second wife. 


According to the same Post Mortem Inquisition .before, among 
others, William Bradshaw of St. Dogmaels, Esquire, the jurors 
present, ‘‘ that George Owen was in his lifetime seised in his demesne, 
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‘as of fee, of the Country, Barony or Lordship of Kemes, the Castle 
‘and Town of Newport, with a close called The Park, the manors of 
“ Newcastle, Bayvill, Eglwyswrw, and Moylgrove, Penkelly Forest, 
“certain lands called Henllys Ucha, Henllys Issa, and Henllys 
‘Vorgan; and four water grain mills called Jordan’s Mill, Newport 
‘Mill, Moylgrove Mill, and Velindre Marchog Mill, all parcel of 
“the Barony.” 


WRITINGS. 


George Owen was a most prolific writer, his best known work 
being his Hzstory of Pembrokeshire. 


The Zaylors Cusston should rank next in point of interest. 


The Baronta de Kemes is an interesting treatise on ‘ Lord- 
shippes Marchers” in general, and on Kemes in particular, together 
with ‘“‘ Prooffes that Kemes is an anciente Lordshippe Marcher,” with 
the addition of various charters and documents relating to the barony, 
and the proceedings (taken from the Record Office) in the suit against 
Nicholas, last Lord Audley, and Martin (¢emp. Richard II). One of 
the customs of a Lordship Marcher in ancient time in Wales was, that 
when a tenant died intestate the Lord Marcher inherited his goods ; 
George Owen writes: ‘my father had a suite before the Counsell of the 
‘“M’ches against James ap Rees Dauid ap Nott for a cowe of the 
‘“ goodes of a man of Kemes that dyed intestate and grounded his title 
‘upon the custome.” 


The Baronia de Kemeys, and, earlier still, the Cartas Antiguas de 
Kemeys have both been published; but there are still many unpublished 
MSS., the principal one probably being the Vazrdre Book, of which 
there is a copy at Bronwydd, copied by John Owen of Berllan in 1684 
from the one written by George Owen. In it is a treatise on marl, 
finished 12th November, 1599. It is divided into twelve chapters, the 
subjects being: Marl, what it is, its varieties, its antiquity, and when 
first used, where, and in what places and countries it is found, how to 
find it and by what signs and tokens, how to know it when it is found, 
what is the best marl, the best season for putting it on the land, how 
it should be dug and spread on the land, of what profit it is to the land, 
with what land it best agrees, and for what land it is noisome and 
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prejudicial. The Vazvdre Book also contains an elaborate and detailed 
account of the barony, entitled, ‘‘Extentum totius Baroniae de Kemes, 
1594”; a list of the ecclesiastical benefices in the county (of Pembroke), 
divided into deaneries, with the names of patrons, collected in 1594; the 
surveys of the Manors of Ambleston and Riccaston, made on the 
attainder of Sir John Perrott (in 1592, when George Owen was one of 
the Commissioners appointed by the Crown to survey his property, and 
who was also a kinsman of Owen’s); and a list of Drake’s ships in the 
Armada year, with the names of the captains and the numbers of the 
crews. 


Many of the smaller MSS. are also exceedingly interesting. In 
one Owen notes in the villages immediately North of the Precellies the 
enormous influx of Irish settlers, so that in some villages every third 
house was inhabited by Irish, in others every fifth house. Con- 
sequently there were many distilleries. He also, in another, notes the 
valley called, in Welsh, Cwm Cerwyn (a cauldron), or Cwm Carw 
(a stag), adding that either name would be applicable, as there are 
plenty of stags in the valley, and also plenty of cauldrons, since nearly 
all the Irish have stills for whiskey. In another MS. he dwells on the 
excellence of this whiskey, the commonest, which was good, being sold 
for tenpence a gallon, and the best, which was quite equal to the best 
brand in London, at eighteenpence the gallon. This Cwm Cerwyn or 
Cwm Carw is the more interesting as it is mentioned in the Madznogzon 
in the tale of Olwen and Kilhwch, when King Arthur, overlord of 
Britain, rides through Cwm Cerwyn with many of his followers to 
hunt the ‘“Twrch Trwyth’—supposed to have been some horrible 
monster ; whilst ina grant to the Abbey of St. Dogmaels in the time 
of Henry I, it is mentioned as Cwm Carw, and to this day it is known 
by both names, though both stags and stills have long vanished from 
the valley, which lies between Carningli and Crymmych. 


There are also among the small MS. volumes in Cardiff Library 
some volumes of pedigrees and a volume containing the arms of Welsh 
gentry. Among the State Papers at the Record Office are reports to 
the Council by him in his capacity of Deputy Vice-Admiral and 
Deputy Lieutenant ; and précis of enquiries held by him on Admiralty 
and other matters. In all his work, both official and literary, there is 
abundant evidence of his wonderful industry and business capacity. 


‘ Lansdown MSS., Ixxii, f. 63. 
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Owen’s MSS. are now scattered, some being at the British 
Museum, Cardiff, and elsewhere. He had three distinct handwritings : 
this copy of the Zaylors Cusston is in what may be styled his best 
handwriting, and was written chiefly in his prime. Probably as he 
grew older his writing became less perfect ; in fact, after 1603 there 
is little trace of any of his writings to be found ; whether he became an 
invalid, or what happened, one knows not. 


In the Beaufort Progress (p. cci, 1684), on the back of his map, 
‘George Owen deceased” is described as “a singular lover and 
‘industrious Collector of Antiquities, as the learned Mr. Camden 
‘‘writeth in the Description of Pembrokeshire. He was owner of 
“the Barony of Keimes in the sayd County which as the sayd 
“Mr. Camden there noteth consisteth of twenty knights ffees, and 
‘twenty-six Parishes, over and above the three Borroughs of Newport, 
“Fishguard, and Saint Dogmaels. By this Mr. Owen’s Industrie 
“the Printed Mappe of the s* County was as you may see in the 
“ s¢ Mr. Camden’s descrip® composed.” 


In the Zaylors Cusszon one finds various additions after the death 
of George Owen, as, for example, on folio 53 there is a footnote 
regarding the omission of ‘Slebech” from the list of freeholders and 
householders of the different parishes in the county of Pembroke 
initialled ‘““R. F.” (Richard Fenton), conclusively proving that for a 
time Fenton had this MS. in his possession. 


On folio 13, ‘20 & 21 Sir John Phillipps Baronett 1622 & 1623” 
is added to the list of the Sheriffs of Carmarthen, the date being ten 
years later than the death of George Owen; on folio 17 the list of the 
Pembrokeshire Sheriffs is continued from 1613 to 1622 in this same 
hand, probably that of his son Alban. 


On folio 97 there are also notes in again another hand. 


On folio 24, vol. 2, we find an extract from the Domesday Book 
giving a carucate of land as 100 acres, that is 6 x 20(120 acres), or 
fifteen acres making a bovate and eight bovates a carucate. This 
measurement is also given by Dr. Hodgkin in his Podstecal History of 
England, who quotes Prof. Vinogradoff’s (of Oxford) Velaznage in 
England. 


One can find no fitter ending for this short account of George 
Owen than the following lines taken from an epitaph upon him by 
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R. H. (Robert Hollond) reproduced in Owen's Pembrokeshire, 
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THE PRIORY, 
CARDIGAN, 
26th Fuly, 1906. 


INTRODUCTION. 


* + * * * 


He Justice was neere fforty yeeres 
And of the Shiere twice Sheriffe to 
Liuetenant likewise it appeeres 
Viceadmirall adde therunto 
How worthely he did discharge 
each place I may not tell at large 
Least I should blemish his desert 
and shew my shallow witt with shame 
I leave it to the wise expert 
that can & will sett foorth his fame 
this I am sure that none could sway 
those places better any way 
His byrth his breedinge & his lore 
His goodly gyftes & vertues rare 
Now lost: with other I’le deplore 
and leave for Heralds to declare 
& yet this one thing I can tell 
that none in Gentry his excell 


* * % * * 


Come KEMES cry thy Lord is gone 

GEORGE OWENS now doth make thee sadd 

which wonted was to ease thy moane 

And with his comforts make thee gladd 
The people of this Shiere may say 

This is to us a heavy day 

His noble kinsmen will bewayle 

the losse of him they lov'd soe deere 

The worthy judges will not fayle 

and learned Lawiers when they heare 
his death to say they seldome see 
one for all guiftes soe rare as hee. 


% # % * * 


EMILY M. PRITCHARD. 
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